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Content of the Lecture
◦ 1. First Wave Feminism
◦ 2  Second Wave Feminism – a) Anglo American Feminist and b) French Feminist
◦ 3. Marxist Feminism
◦ 4. Contemporary Feminism(s) / Third Wave Feminism 
◦ A. Post Colonial Feminism/ Third World Feminism
◦ B. Black Feminism
◦ C. Lesbian Feminism

D. Ecofeminism
◦ 5. Post Feminist Era
◦ 6. Fourth Wave Feminism 
◦ 7. Feminism during the Covid 19 Pandemic 



Virginia Woolf 
(1882-1941)

https://youtu.be/E8czs8v6PuI

https://youtu.be/E8czs8v6PuI


Simon de 
Beauvoir (1908-
1986)

https://youtu.be/Aekr9sLbVhQ

https://youtu.be/Aekr9sLbVhQ


Kate Millett 
(1934-2017)



Criticism by 
Marxist 
Feminist 
Cora Kaplan
◦ 1. Problems of 

women 
homogenised, 
universalised

◦ 2. Removes 
Feminism from 
Class Struggle

◦ 3. Avoids 
economy 
altogether



Anglo American 
Feminism and 
Literature: Gilbert and 
Gubar (1979)



Women in the Novels of 
19th c. British Woman 
Writers
◦ 1. Difficult to challenge Patriarchy

◦ 2. Therefore, conformed to Patriarchy

◦ 3. Yet challenged Patriarchy by creating a) 
anti-heroines and b) witches



Elaine Showalter(1941- )         



Three Phases of Women Writing



French Feminism: Influenced by 
Post Structuralism, 
Psychoanalysis, Post Modernism



Lacanian 
Influence 



How human unknowingly enter into 
man-made language network ?



Helene Cixous 
(1937 - )



Julia Kristeva (1941 - )



Two Interdependent Aspects of 
Language
◦ Language:
◦ Semiotic (parallel to Imaginary and Mirror Stage) Symbolic 
◦ Poetry                                                                                                            Prose
◦ Genotext                                                                                                      Phenotext
◦ Body of the Mother                                                            Body of the Father

◦ Symbolic Stage must be disrupted, Phenotext must be ruptured. Both male and 
female writers can practice Phenotext. Ex: Avant-garde writings, Post- Modern 
writings 



Luce Irigaray 
(1930 - )



Alice 
Jardine 
(1951 - )



Black Feminism 
(Womanism): Walker 
(1944 - )



Post Colonial/ Third 
World Feminism
◦ Sara Suleri

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak



Lesbian Feminist 
Criticism





Fourth Wave Feminism 
Queer Issues
Sex positive
Trans Positive
Anti-misandrist
Body Positive
Digitally Driven



Feminism During Covid-19
can woman say no to enforced ways 
of living  conditions? 

Parenting, Homeworking, 
Homeschooling? 

Institutional  relationships 
Community, care and ethics?

Home as a contested  space?

Migrant woman workers,  
woman refugees, 
transnational woman workers 
or family  member ?
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